








Excellence in Engineering, given by 
the Virginia Society of Professional 
Engineers; the award recognizes a 
Virginia engineering educator who 
has exhibited outstanding teaching 
and public service in the common-
wealth.  Dr. Selby was also instrumen-
tal in initiating the PRAIS program 
(Program for the Reduction of Attri-
tion Among Minority Students in 
Engineering).  He can be reached at 
gselby@odu.edu. 
 
Kara Olson is our graduate assistant 
and is aiding in all things electronic, 
including publications such as this 
one.  Kara has worked several years 
with 5th grade science and mathemat-
ics students at Douglass Park Ele-
mentary School in Portsmouth 
through a National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) grant, as well as 5th grade 
Science students at Churchland Acad-
emy and James Hurst Elementary 
School through a State Council for 

(Continued from page 2) 

We’ve Moved!, continued 

From the May 2007 Center for  
the Enhancement of Engineer-
ing Diversity (CEED), Virginia 
Tech newsletter: 

“In early April, 50 Cooperating 
Hampton Roads Organizations 
for Minorities in Engineering 
(CHROME) students and their 
chaperones spent a couple of 
days at Virginia Tech. Mike 
Chapman (EE 1980) was the 
trip organizer and guide for the 
students. On Sunday evening, 
they had dinner at West End 
Market, followed by a panel 

discussion and a performance 
by the NSBE Step Team. 
During the panel discussion 
the high school students 
questioned current VT stu-
dents on topics ranging from 
scholarship opportunities to 
the intensity of the workload 
for an engineering student to 
finding time for social activi-
ties. On Monday, the students 
participated in Engineering 
Open House activities all day 
and returned home to the 
Hampton Roads area that 
evening.”  ■ 

CHROME Students Visit Virginia Tech 
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Remember to touch someone’s life today.  
As always, “teach from the heart.” 
 
http://www.teachermovie.com  ■ 

Make a Difference! 

Higher Education for Virginia 
(SCHEV) grant.  She received her 
Master of Science in Computer 
Science this May and is currently 
pursuing her Doctorate in the 
same.  If you have any comments 
or suggestions, please email her at 
kara@cs.odu.edu.   
 
Fayrine Gibson has been working 
with us this summer and will continue 
with us throughout the fall.  Faye re-
ceived her Associate of Science in 
Criminal Justice and is in her senior 
year of her Bachelor of Science in the 
same.  She has experience with chil-
dren from the very young through 
middle school and has served as a 
councilor to children and young 
adults.  Upon graduation, she would 
like to work with at-risk children.  She 
can be reached at fgibs003@odu.edu. 
 
Please contact any of us with any sug-
gestions or if there is anything we can 
provide.  And, if you are in the area, 

Above, New CHROME Board Chair 
Gregory Dudley, left, with Northrop 
Grumman CEO Dr. Ronald Sugar 

Above, CHROME students at Virginia Tech 
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please stop by!  The office is generally 
open Monday-Thursday from 10 a.m. un-
til 4 p.m., and by appointment.  ■ 
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Farewell Address from Former Board Chair Sharon Waters, continued 

plus CHROME Club members in 1983, 
there were no cell phones, no iPods, no 
personal computers, nor the World Wide 
Web.  Neither were there VCRs, CDs, 
DVDs, GPS navigational systems, ATM 
machines, microwave ovens, nor fax ma-
chines.  1983 was also the year that NASA 
launched the successful Challenger I 
Space Shuttle Mission for the 6th time, and 
the song, “She Blinded Me with Science” 
by Thomas Dolby hit #5 on the Billboard 
pop chart.  We’ve certainly experienced a 
prolific change in technological innova-
tion within the past 25 years, yet what has 
not changed is the CHROME vision of 
servicing the needs of students by encour-
aging them to engineer imagination as they 
launch out into the deep to discover, 
build, and design the thousands of tech-
nologies waiting to be developed…here in 
America! 

 
A recent Education Week article, the 
“Quality Counts 2007” report, indicated 
that “Virginia children are the most likely 

(Continued from page 1) in the nation to experience success as they 
move from childhood to adulthood.”  
Indicators included the performance of 
students in reading and mathematics on 
the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, graduation, and the achievement 
of students on Advanced Placement ex-
aminations.  Virginia ranged first in the 
South and fourth in the nation on the 
State Achievement Index, behind Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, and Vermont.  As 
CHROME approaches its 25th year of 
service in 2008, we’d like to think that the 
tens of thousands of students CHROME 
has served during its arduous journey are 
but a reflection, not only of the greatness 
of Virginia’s students, but of the hard 
work, determination, and dedication of 
our CHROME Sponsors, and representa-
tives from government, corporate, organ-
izational, K-12 educational systems, and 
institutions of higher education. 
 
As my tenure as the Board Chair of 
CHROME has come to an end, I anx-
iously anticipate even greater works by our 

Chair, Gregory Dudley, former 
CHROME student and Senior Engineer at 
Northrop Grumman Newport News, and 
the Executive Board: Dr. Tyjuan Lee, 
Vice-Chair (Tidewater Community Col-
lege), Dr. Aliecia McClain, Secretary 
(Norfolk State University), and Bonita 
Anthony, Treasurer (Old Dominion Uni-
versity). 
 
I sincerely thank all of you who have 
walked the “first mile”  with the 
CHROME Crew (Board of Directors, 
Staff, Sponsors, and Students),  and con-
tinue to solicit your support to walk the 
“second mile” as CHROME crests on-
ward to ever-increasing heights during the 
next 25 years, engineering imagination in 
our most important asset…our 
CHROME Club students!  
 
Growing in Grace, 
f{tÜÉÇ VtÅÑuxÄÄ jtàxÜá 
Sharon Campbell Waters, Ph.D. 
Immediate Past Chair, 
    CHROME Board of Directors  ■ 


